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Overview 

The W estern Avenue Association is a 501c6  membership organization established in 2002 . 

Now compr ised of more than 200  merchants we have garnered an impressive 15 ,000  loyal 

followers and fans and are host to 50 ,000  beloved community residents. W e exist to support, 

promote and cult ivate a best -in-class distr ict in collaboration with our  devoted neighborhood 

population! 

- Began late 2001 / ear ly 2002  as a rallying effor t for  a handful of restauranteurs and 

independent retail owners  

- Growth in init ial years went from a handful (about 10 ) to 100  association members in five 

years 

- Init ial areas of focus; food destination, beautification and tour ism  

- Pr imary dues benefit  was wholesale advert ising 



Board of Directors 

W e have an active board of (12 ) nominated and voted on by the membership.  

The association shepherds the diverse mix of board members to ensure equal representation.  

- Officers include; President, Vice President, Treasurer  &  Secretary  

- Committee Chairman include; Beautification, Events &  Culture, BID, Fundraising &  Membership 

- Secondary support systems and business owner engagement are paramount!  



Board of Directors 

“The Western Avenue Association creates opportunities for us to grow and reach more people than we could on our own.  Being a member and 
uniting with other businesses on Western really strengthens our position in the community and gives us the best chance to stand out as a district 
and a business.” 
 Josh Adel 
Vice President - First National Bank of Oklahoma 
 

"Western Avenue Association is valuable in many ways. I feel a sense of community, support, involved and motivation.” 
Carrie Parker 
Business Owner - Always Greener 
 

“The Western Avenue Association is like having family surrounding you.  We are all different on the street, but we are all alike in our desires to 
make Western Ave. THE  place to shop and dine and we can only further that by working together.  It takes a village, and that we are."  
Patti Tepper-Rasmussen 
Business Owner - learning tree 
 

"The Western Avenue Association is important for a number of reasons. First, it's great to have a group of fellow small business owners that you 
can call on for support and encouragement.  Second, the referrals I get from other members is great. Third, sharing ideas on how to make your 
business better happens within the association. Lastly, I feel being a member is most important because we need to stick together and move 
forward as one large group instead of single individuals." 
Teresa Wall 
Business Owner - 42nd St. Candy Co. 
 

“The Western Avenue Association creates a sense of community among the local businesses. It provides a way for us to interact with one 
another not only to promote our individual businesses, but also to elevate the district as a whole and attract customers to our unique dining and 
shopping opportunities.” 
Laura Howell  
WAA Board President 



Membership 

Our distr ict has grown to include more than 250+ businesses and more than 50% are members  



Membership 
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W here W e’ve Been 



2007  M ilestone 

July 2007  - W estern Avenue was officially enacted by the City of Oklahoma as a Business Improvement 

Distr ict (BID). The goal of the BID was to help invest in (3 ) key areas to enhance the shape of the then 

“up &  coming” area.  

- Beautification: curb and sidewalk cleaning, quar ter ly powerwashing of common areas and trash pick 

up/ receptacle purchase 

- Marketing: co-op adver t ising, sidewalk sale promotions, television campaign production, etc.  

- Secur ity: roving night patrol to reinforce safety among evening visitors to the area 

The funds generated from the BID (Approx. $60k in 2007 , - at present approx. $100k) covered those 

associated expenses.  

 

Benefits shared with proper ty owners and tenants at that t ime included hopes of r ising proper ty 

values, increasing interest in available space, dr iving more customer traffic and garner ing widespread 

interest.  



2007  M ilestone 



2007  Brand & Fundraiser  Event  



Current Branding 
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Current Community Events 

April - August 

- On The Lawn is W estern Avenue’s “whole family happy hour” focused on good food, yard games and live enter tainment for  all ages. W e 

celebrate family by hosting a once monthly FREE community event designed with something for  your  whole brood to enjoy t ime ou tside together  

along W estern Avenue in Oklahoma City.  

September 

- W estFest  will be a culmination of the good finds and good times to be had in W estern Ave. The festival is about the phenomenal local m usic, 

food, famous water ing holes and pioneer ing spir it  working to improve public spaces and make W estern Ave a pedestr ian -haven too. W e closing 

the street and br inging music to the masses in this year ’s music street festival!  

September/ October 

- Street Ar t Gallery our growing live mural gallery was init iated in the spir it  of enhanced public spaces and distr ict placemaking. Local ar t ists 

conver t our  corr idor  to a public street ar t gallery conver ting building sides to canvas as they imagine beautiful works to li ven the area and attract 

visitors 

October 

- 13 th Annual Taste of W estern our  distr ict chefs create amazing bite-size fare to suit wine/ beer  pair ings as we raise money to enhance 

our W estern Avenue Distr ict community. W e showcase the local restaurant talents while celebrating OKC’s distinct flavor  of lo cal ar t and award 

a grant to the favored works.  

Nov/ December 

- W inter  On W estern every year  dur ing the bustling holiday retail rush we provide a consumer engagement oppor tunity to increase shopping 

preference to our  area and continue the theme of serving community well!  

Additionally, we par tner  throughout the year  suppor ting National events like Giving Tuesday, Park(ING) Day, Small Business Saturday 



THEN & NOW  

2007 2015 









W here W e Are Today 



A Sense of Place 
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    “Western Avenue is has become a thriving commercial d istrict in the heart of Oklahoma City. In 

addition to being a historic part of the city, Western Avenue is a modern, vibrant neighborhood that 

is home to many of the communities most beloved  locally owned businesses. 

 

    An important part of the city’s urban fabric, Western Avenue is lined  by an exciting selection of 

locally-owned businesses that provide a strong connection to the city itself. Here, among an eclectic 

mix of stylish shops and  boutiques, tantalizing restaurants, antique and  furniture stores, and  

famous art galleries, one can find  most anything they want. Small wonder, Western Avenue has 

become a destination all its own. 

 

    Bordered  by several of the city’s oldest neighborhoods, Western Avenue is a popular area for local 

residents and  a welcoming spot for visitors seeking genuine Oklahoma hospitality. Running 

approximately three miles long, this homey stretch of avenue oozes Midwestern charm balanced  

with an urban flair, provid ing an unparalleled  OKC experience.”  


